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: Alrnost every Tuesday dur- 
_ing the presidency of Lyadon 
Johnson, the President and his 
closest advisers met in the 
White House for lunch and dis- 
cussed the foreign policy, of 
the United States, more specif. 
cally Che pr obleras of Vict 
nam, The “Guesday Cabinet” 
‘was a small group, and its 
. composition changed from 
tine fe dime. Bul Dean ee 
Secretary of State; Reber 
McNamé ra, Secrelary of a 
fense, and Gen, Yrarle Wheal- 
er, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, were the core. 


What they- tall: ed about with, 


the President, the advice they 
offered, the options they con- 
sidered, the alter a they 
approved or rejected 


States vis-a-vis the’ commit- 
yaent to Vietnam —- in short, 
the retheds by which thoy 
contributed to the foreign polt- 
cy Sorlsiols of Lyndor 3B. 
Johnson .- are the subject 
of Fenty Graff's * absorbing 
study. 

“The insichts and outlooks, 
the hopes and f fears, the resor- 


vations end enthusiasms of the . 


Prosident hiraself amd of those 


who helped him --- Bill Moyers. 


and, Gearge Christian, Me- 
George Bundy. end Walt Ros- 
tow, plus the princtpals and 


others -—- are oxposed in this - 


significant work on how the 


Johnson administration grap- j 


pled with Victnam. 

A historian af Columbia Uni 
versity, Graff interviewed the 
President and his Tuesday 
Cahinet frora time to time 
over a period of four years, 
from 1965 to 1839. He saw 
these men individually, asked 
them questions, recorded their 
replies, often givon at length, 
added his impressions of the 
\personalities “and of the cir- 
cwuustanees of ‘the moment, 


and wrapped his materials in. 


_ historical context. In other 
words, Greff datos. his inter- 
views, and he keeps us in- 
formed on what happened in 
Vietnam between one jnter- 
“ylew gud. the next so thdiw 
‘can appreciate: the chang t 
isituations out of which those 
men-spoke, What we havé thea 
is‘ the developing policy --- the 


‘escalation, if you w pea ABP 
p 


‘sented. briefly as the bed 


the vi-° 
- . sions the ey had of the Uniied 
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Lhe “Core” 


of our understanding, and the 
periodic ruminations of the 
men who helped the President 
Shape that policy. 

The result is an informal or 
conversational account of 


‘what the makers of American. 


policy thought of their own 
handiwork. They believed, 
quite obviously, that they were 
right, thal what they advocat- 
ed was proper and good for 


the United States and the rest 
of the world, and that they 
would ultimately triumph. 
Their assumptions, their con- 
ception of the world, their ap- 
preciation of the international 
power struggle, their high in- 
telligence, and their dovotion 
to their country -- as well as 
to a moral view of world 
events—are peculiarly Arer- 
ican, pardcularly bigh-mitd- 
ed, and, sadly in the end, 
incompy cheusidly wantin a. 
For the fact of the matter is 
that ‘somehow, despite their 
deep comprehension, their 
thorough debate, their raoral 
approach, their compelence, 
dedication, and sensitivity, 
they failed to bring the war to 
a-close on terms acceptal ble to 
the American people and 
themselves. ; 

Graff’s narrative is syrapa- 
thetic to Pr esident Johns son. In 
part this is are flection of his 
abilily to inter view t the pric i- 
pals in the Johnson adininis- 
tration, the welcorae he re- 
ecived, the receptivity he met, 
But Graff isa professional his- 
torian, and he is very much 
aware of the pitfalls of intor- 
viewing intelligent people who 
are very much. “concerned with 
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of President Johnson's “Tuesday 


ble image. Asa conseque NCO, 
he is never taken; hei * never 
sold a bill of goods; he is rev- 
er imposed upon. He {00 is 
cool and percentive, detached 
and wary. And the project 
of his historical viewpe 
which - comes Cirough stron 
and clearly, butfresses the 3 
sential rightness of the Jol: 
son approach to Vielnara. 

This is the essential tragedy 
of the Johason administration, 
Men who sought to do right 
were defeated for reasons ths ib. 
are still unclear, 

Graff offers no explanation 
for the failure. What he does is 
to document in a most coz. 
vincing way the sincerity of 
the struggle with righk end 
wrong that dominated 
thonzhts and actions of Presi. 


dent Johnson and his advisers. 

President Johnson eme 
in Graff's PHZES AS A SLLON, 
virile figure who suffered arc 


agonized, over Vietnam, who’ 
the entize | 


sought views along 
spectrum of "political judg- 
ment, and who was aware st 
the ambivalent itupressions hs 
produced among his countrs- 
men and abroad, His poe art 
is sharp and vivid. Despite b 


‘tendency to ramble in fal 


despite his Ped ternales ne 
and his Texas accont, despiis 
his countyyimarnner, he stants 
tall, morally I mean, ard 
brooding, 2 Lincolnesous I 
ure marked by the peace of 
tentions and a sense of tragic 
failure --- and Y believe that 
his stature as President witl 
grow in the future to the pre 
portions of our greatest Chief 


‘Truman. 


the Pa 


ey ARLYN G. WHUEZLER : 
Cabinet.” 

Rusk, MeN amar a, and 
Wheeler —- as well.as George 


‘Ball and othous -- appear also 


as articulate, sensitive men 
who sought the best, who did 
their bast, and who were, God 
knows how or why, defeated 


-by a world that failed 40 une 


derstand the fundamenta! mo- 

rality of their desires. 
“Politics imitates histery, 

indeed,” writes Henry Graig, 


" “just as Hfe iraitates art.” 


Johnson and his met were 
schooled ‘ by Roosevelt and 
They “learned the 
value of firmness in conduct- 
ing international relations” 
and the need to oppose mifli- 
tary aggression, ‘But the 
study of history cah be mis- 
leading, as well as instruc- 
tive.’ It may simplify rather 
than clarify. Public servants 
“can be cnsnared as well as 
inspired by the past.” 
The men of the Tuesday 
Cabinet “were sbronuy, discern. , 
ing, and gallant,” Thoy “be 
lieved deeply in the Re itical 
Systera | that produces thera, 
‘the -cultural inheritance that 
‘nourished thera, and the use- 
‘fuiness of the light and succor 
‘that American “idealism aud 
riaterialism can offer - the 
world.” 
Why ney were unable to. ro- 
‘solve the tormenting issues of 
viewian “that hypactize us still 
‘remains for the rea to’ 
speculate upon. The record of 
Grafi’s conversations with 
them provides more than am-, 
ple food for thought. : 
I was captivated by this. ~ 
very personal encounter, and I 
Americans 
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observations fascinating and 
jnstructive. . 
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